Total skin electron arc irradiation using a reclined patient position.
Several techniques for the treatment of the total skin of the patient using electron beams have been described in the literature. However, most techniques presuppose that the patient is capable of maintaining a standing position for the duration of the treatment. For patients either weakened by disease or those suffering from a loss of limbs, this is often an unrealistic expectation. We will describe a total skin electron irradiation technique that allows the patient to remain in a reclined position without sacrificing dose uniformity. This technique uses two symmetric +/- 48 degrees arc electron beams to provide a field uniformity of +/- 5% over a range of approximately 250 cm X 45 cm. Six patient positions are used to provide a uniform dose around the periphery of the patient. A description of the treatment technique along with details of the dosimetry are given.